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The first time Robert Johnson died he wasn't Robert Johnson. On a dog day

in the summer of 1928, as then heard by two of us and as later verified in

newsprint by all six of us, a man fitting his description walked into the

Sparks Farm Cotton Gin five minutes before it was demolished by dynamite.

The man who walked in the front door was called Robert Spencer.
"The man who snuck out the back door named himself Robert Johnson.

We have spent the past seventy years searching for him. Time and again, he has
evaded our pursuit. Time and again, he has given us but sight of his ghost.

In this remarkable debut novel, Snowden Wright brings to life the man
behind the legend of blues great Robert Johnson through the voices of
Johnson’s six wives. Part researched reconstruction, part vivid imagination,
Play Pretty Blues reveals the husband, son, brother, and friend inside the
myth, illuminating the vacuum his mysterious death left in the lives of

: those who loved him and those he would never meet.
A NOVEL OF THE LIFE OF ROBERT JOHNSON |

3 Drawing on his Mississipi upbringing, where he was surrounded by the
S places Johnson lived and wandered and by the legends and tales that
L shaped our understanding of his music, Wright relays to readers the

S D IGH | dense, dangerous beauty of Mississippi in the early twentieth century

e e through the voices of six remarkable women whose love for a man so

many thought they knew transcends their loss and reshapes their lives.

“WRIGHT'S FERVENT, MUSICAL PROSE ACCOMPLISHES THE UNLIKELY AND IMPRESSIVE FEAT OF CAPTURING IN FICTION THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE BLUES.
Puay Prerry Buues s n WORK OF EXTRAORDINARY IMAGINATION AND SOUL.” —WiL Acuison, autvor of Lowg Drive Home avo Waar You Have Lerr

“IF You'RE GOING T0 BASE A NOVEL ON THE LIFE OF RoBERT JoHNSON, YOU'D BETTER BE ABLE TO MAKE YOUR PROSE SING, AND SNowDEN WRiHT can. He
CAN ALSO MAKE IT HOWL. IN THESE STUNNING PAGES, HE'S CRAFTED A DARK AND DISSONANT TALE, TOLD BY SIX OF THE MANY WOMEN THE SHADOWY BLUESMAN
BOASTED OF STASHING ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. |F YOU'RE LOOKING FOR THE NEXT MAJOR WRITER T0 EMERGE FROM MISSISSIPPI, SEARCH NO FURTHER.
Here He 15.” —Steve YaRsoroueH, auvor of 74 Enp oF Cairornia svo The Oxveen Man
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SNowDpEN WRIGHT was born and raised in Mississippi. He has written for 7he Atlantic, Salon,
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Wright lives in New York. Play Pretty Blues is his first novel.

MARKETING

& PUBLICITY

* Advance Reader Copies * Direct Email Campaign * Goodreads Giveaway

* National Print Campaign * Social Media Campaign * National Web Campaign

Author Hometown: New York

TITLE: PLAY PRETTY BLUES: ANOVEL AUTHOR: SNOWDEN WRIGHT

Publication Date: November 2013 Paperback: $14.95 224 pages  ISBN 978-1-938126-10-9
Trim Size:51/4x 8 Trade Paperback Original

Ebook: ISBN 978-1-938126-11-6 $14.95

Distributed to the Trade by Consortium Book Sales & Distribution, LLC

(800) 283-3572 orders; (612) 746-2606 fax

ABOUT ENGINE BOOKS

Engine Books is a boutique fiction press publishing novels, short story collections, collected novellas, and related volumes. Recent titles
include Other Heartbreaks by Patricia Henley; Myfanwy Collins’ Echolocation; and Half as Happy by Gregory Spatz. Titles have been
reviewed in O, The Oprah Magazine, the Washington Post, Booklist, Publishers Weekly, and other outlets. Learn more at enginebooks.org.



